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For ** The Friend.” 
BOODHISM AND BRAHMINISM. 
‘Continued from page 235.) 
Of any supreme God, or any eternal, self- 
existent being, Boodhism affords no intima- 


not kill vermin. War and capital punish- 
ments are considered forbidden by it. 
In the sacred books, men are urged to avoid 
excessive perfumes, ornaments, laughter, vain 
|joy, strong drink, smoking opium, wandering 
| about the streets in the night, excessive fond- 
iness for amusements, frequenting bad com- 
pany, and idleness. ‘Those who aspire to an- 
| nihilation are cautioned to abhor sorcery, not to 
credit dreams, nor to be angry when abused, nor 
elated when approved, not to flatter benefactors, 
nor to indulge in scorn or biting jests, and most 
carefully to avoid enkindling strife. The best 
state is that in which neither good things gratify 
us, nor evil things distress ; we are then rapidly 
preparing for annihilation. 
Some of their illustrations are good; such 


tion ; nor of any creation or providence. From | as, that he who runs into sinful enjoyments is 
the annihilation of one Boodh till the develope- | like a butterfly, who flutters round a candle 
ment of another, there is literally no God. | till it falls in; or one who, by licking honey 
Intervening generations must worship his | from a knife, cuts his tongue with the edge. 
image, law, and priests, and for their rules of} Merit is of three kinds:—1, ‘The obser- 
life keep the sayings of the last Boodh. |vance of the five laws, and the duties dedu- 
Not only has the universe existed from |cible from them; such as beneficence, gentle- 
eternity, according to this system, but also | ness, integrity, veneration to parents, &c. 2, 
the souls of all the inhabitants, whether ani-| Giving alms and offerings. ‘This includes 
mals, men, or celestials. ‘These souls have | feeding priests, building monasteries, temples, 
from eternity been transmigrating from one | and shelters for pilgrims, placing bells at pa- 
body to another, rising or falling in the scale | godas, making public roads, tanks, and wells, 
of existence and enjoyment, according to the | planting trees for shade or fruit, keeping pots 
degree of merit ateach birth. This rise or|of cool water by the way-side for the use of 
fall is not ordered by any intelligent judge, but | travellers, feeding criminals, birds, animals, 
is decided by immutable fate. In passing} &c. 3, Repeating prayers, and reading reli- 
through these various forms of existence, the | gious books. Of this last there are three de- 
amount of sorrow endured by each soul is in-| grees or sorts; the first consisting in merely 
calculable. The Bedagat declares that the | reciting prayers, or reading thoughtlessly ; the 


or offering receives a title of honour. Sueh 
titles are in common use, and are regarded 
with the same respect as squire, captain, colo- 
nel, &c. are with us. 

In attaining the third sort of merit, a prom+ 
nent exercise, is the frequent repetition of 
three words, the first of which implies our 
liability to outward injuries and evils; the 
second, our exposure to mental sufferings ; the 
third, our entire inability to escape these evils. 
The repetition of this prayer or soliloquy is of 
far greater merit than even alms-giving. To 
keep some reckoning in this most important 
particular, the votary commonly uses a string 
of beads, and passes one through his fingers at 
each repetition, according to the practice of 
the members of the church of Rome. 

| Many discourses said to have been delivered 
by Guadama, are given in the Bedagat. In 
these the duties of parents, children, husbands, 
wives, teachers, scholars, masters, slaves, &e. 

are drawn out and urged, in a manner which 
would do honour to any casuist. 

The following precepts were addressed to a 
distinguished personage :— 

‘** Know thou, that to keep from the com- 
pany of the ignorant, and choose that of learn- 
ed men; to give honour to whom it is due; to 
choose a residence proper to our station, and 
adapted for procuring the common wants of 
life; and to maintain a prudent carrisge,—are 
means of preserving a man from evil things. 

_— Docility in receiving the admonitions of 
good men; frequent visits to priests; spiritual 
conferences on the divine laws; patience, fru- 
gality, modesty; the literal observance of the 


tears shed by any one soul, in its various|second, and more meritorious, is praying or| law; keeping before our eyes the four states 
changes from eternity, are so numerous, that | reading, a mind attentive to the exercise; the| into which living creatures pass after death; 
the ocean is but as a drop in comparison. Ex-/ third, and most excellent, is the performing | and meditation on the happy repose of anni- 
istence and sorrow are declared to be neces- | these exercises with strong desire and awa-/hilation;—these are distinguished rules for 
sary concomitants; and therefore “the chief|kened feelings. He who neglects to lay up| preserving man from wickedness. 
end of man” is to finish this eternal round of | merit, is compared to a man who sets out on| ‘“ ‘That intrepidity and serenity which good 
changes, and be annihilated. |a journey through an uninhabited country,|men preserve amid the eight evils of life, 
The great doctrines of this faith are five, | beset with wild beasts, and provides himself| (abundance and want, joy and sorrow, popu- 
viz. 1, The eternity of existence. 2, Trans-| neither with food nor weapons. | larity and abandonment, censure and praise;) 
migration. 3, Annihilation. 4, The appear-| Alms-deeds are considered meritorious ac-| their freedom from fear and inquietude; and, 
ance, at distant periods, of beings who obtain | cording to the objects on which they are be-| finally, their insensibility to suffering; these are 
deification and subsequent annihilation. 5, | stowed :—1. Animals. 2. Common labourers, | four rare gifts, that remove men far from evil.’’ 
The obtaining of merit. |fishermen, &c. 3. Merchants and the upper 
Merit consists in avoiding sins, and per-| classes, when in necessity. 4. Priests. For 
forming virtues; and the degree of it is the| the first, the rewards are long life, beauty, 
sole hope of the Boodhist. The forgiveness | strength, knowledge, and prosperity, during a 
of sins, and the receipt of favour through the 


Images and sacred edifices pass through no 
form of consecration; and an intelligent Bur- 
man, when pressed in argument, strenuously 
denies that he worships these things. He 
hundred transmigrations; for the second, the | claims to use them as papists do. He places 








merit of another, are doctrines unknown. 
That suffering can be in any way regarded as 
a blessing, is to him absurd. His moral code 
consists of five principal laws:—1, Thou 
shalt not kill. 2, Thou shalt not steal. 3, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 4, Thou 
shalt not lie. 5, Thou shalt not drink any in- 
toxicating liquor. ‘These are made to include 
all sins. The first is extended to the killing 
of animals for food. The very religious will 


same, during a thousand transmigrations ; for | no trust in them, but uses them to remind him 


the third, the same, during ten thousand ; for the 
fourth, a vastly greater number, but indefinite, 
being graduated according to the degree of sanc- 
tity the particular priests may possess. Alms 
given by a poor man are declared to be incom- 
parably more meritorious than those given by 
the rich. The most meritorious deed is to 
make an idol, and this in proportion to its 
size and value. He who does any deed of alms 


|of Guadama. Hence he feels no horror at 
}beholding them decayed, and the country is 
full of such as have gone to ruin. That the 
common people do really and truly worship 
the very pagodas and images, is most evident. 
Indeed, such seldom deny it. Few would dare 
to strike or deface one. 

Worship is not performed collectively, 
though crowds assemble at the same time on 
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set days. Each one makes his offerings, and 

recites his prayers alone. No priests officiate ; 
no union of voices is attempted. On arriving 
at the pagoda or image, the worshipper walks 
reverently to within a convenient distance, and 
laying his offering on the ground, sits down 
behind it, on his knees and heels, and, placing 


become a priest, and any priest may return to| jurisdiction over the disputed territory; and, 
secular life, at pleasure. ‘Thousands do, in|in consideration of this cession, the state of 
fact, thus return every year, without the least} New York ceded to Massachusetts, and to her 
reproach. ‘The far greater number enter with | grantees, and to the heirs and assigns of her 
the avowed purpose of remaining only a few | grantees, the right of pre-emption of the soil 
months, or years, for the acquisition of learn- | of her native Indians to the territory described 
ing and merit. in this compromise. The native Indians, occu- 






























the palms of his hands together, raises them (To be contineed.) pying the territory to which Massachusetts 
to his forehead, and perhaps leans forward till — thus acquired the right of pre-emption, were 
his head touches the ground. He then utters| SPEECH OF AMBROSE H. SEVIER, | then, as now, the Tuscaroras and Senecas of 
his prayers in a low tone, occasionally bowing OF aRkansas. New York. 


as before, and having finished, rises and carries 
forward his gift, laying it somewhere near the 
idol or pagoda. 

Old people, who cannot remember the forms, 
and persons who are diffident of their ability 
in this exercise, get some priest to write them 
a few sentences, which they carry before the 
pagoda or idol, and, fastening it in one end of 
a stick, stick the other end in the ground, and 
put themselves for a time into the posture of 
prayer behind it. 

Frequently a worshipper spends an entire 
day or night at the pagoda, reclining in some 
of the zayats, or shelters for pilgrims. When 
the night is chosen, he takes his bed and some 
refreshments, candles, &c. ‘These are so light 
that the most aged persons carry them on a 
pole. They remind one of our Saviour’s com- 
mand, ‘take up thy bed and walk.” ‘The 
beds consist of a clean mat, which weighs but 
three or four pounds, and a short, round pil- 
low, with sometimes a cloth or sheet. 

None but priests go to the pagoda without 
some offering, though it be but a flower, or a 
few sprigs plucked from a bush, in passing. 
A tasteful nosegay is the common gift, but 
those who can afford it, carry, once a week, 
articles of food and raiment. The former is 
always cooked in the nicest manner, and deli- 
cately arranged in saucers made of the fresh 
plantain leaf. Women carry their gifts in 
shallow baskets on their heads, and men in 
their hands, or suspended from the ends of a 
shoulder-pole. ‘They proceed in groups, gos- 
siping and gay, and display their piety with 
exuberant self-complacency. 

The observance of a sabbath is not required, 
though held to be meritorious; and the num- 
ber of worshippers on that day, is always suf- 
ficient to produce a large amount of offerings. 
The slaves of the pagoda divide such as are 
useful among themselves. On other days, 
dogs and crows consume the offerings, often 
attacking a gift the moment the worshipper 
quits it, and devouring it without the slightest 
molestation. I used to supply myself some- 
times with a handsome bouquet from before 
the idol, walking unmolested among prostrate 
worshippers. Whatever remains next morn- 
ing is swept out like common dirt. 

Many of the people worship gnats—beings 
said to inhabit the six lower heavens, and to 
be possessed of great power in human affairs. 
In honour of these, little huts, resembling a 
common dog-house, are erected on a post, and 
on another, of the same height, in front, is 
fastened a flat board, on which the offerings 
are placed. Feasts are often made to them, to 
avert calamity, or to be healed from sickness. 

But this worship forms no part of Boodh- 
ism, and is in fact heterodox. 


It was further stipulated, in this compromise, 
by New York, that Massachusetts might, at 
any time, by persons duly authorised by her 

A. H. Sevier addressed the senate as follows: | for that purpose, hold treaties and conferences 

Mr. President: ‘The treaty now under con- | with these Indians relative to a purchase of their 
sideration is a complicated affair, and on that} /ands. And further, that Massachusetts should 
account, as well as on account of its impor-| have the right to dispose of this pre-emption 
tance to the Seneca Indians, to the state of! right to any person whatever. This compro- 
New York, to the grantees of the state of| mise was approved of and sanctioned by con- 
Massachusetts, and to the United States, I hope, | gress in 1787. A complete and full detail of 
while I endeavour, in discharge of my public | this contract is to be found in the 4th volume 
duty as chairman of the Committee on Indian | of Journals of Congress of the year 1787, at 
Affairs, to explain it, that I shall be indulged| page 788, to which I respectfully refer any 
with the patient attention of the senate. honourable senator who may desire to see it. 

This is a treaty of much more importance| The right of pre-emption being thus secured 
than is generally supposed. It is one about|to her, as well as the right to dispose of it, 
which the Senecas and their friends feel, as| Massachusetts did afterwards, in 1791, sell 
they have felt for upwards of two years, (dur-| this right of pre-emption to the Holland Land 
ing all of which time it has been before the | company, and that company to David Ogden, 
country, in one form or another,) a deep, in-| and Ogden to the present claimants. The 
tense, and an all-absorbing interest. The writ-| present claimants being the grantees and re- 
ten appeals of a large majority of this tribe to| presentatives of Massachusetts, have the indis- 
the president, and to the secretary of war; to| putable right to hold treaties and conferences 
the senate, and to individual senators, earnestly | with the native Indians, for the purpose of pur- 
imploring a rejection of this treaty; the im-| chasing out the Indian right of occupancy; 
mense mass of testimony with which they | and in exercising this right, though courtesy 
have furnished us respecting it; the constant| might seem to require it, this company are 
attendance of their delegates here, upon their| under no obligations to consult either New 
own expenses, at a great distance from their| York or the United States. I have not been 
homes, and at the sacrifice of an utter aban-| able to lay my hands upon the contract be- 
donment of their private pursuits, at all times, | tween Massachusetts and her grantees, and am 
when this treaty was before the senate; and | therefore ignorant of the terms of that contract. 
their daily attendance in our galleries, to ob-| But, judging from the interest which Massa- 
serve and to gather, if possible, something | chusetts invariably manifests upon the subject 
from our proceedings; show most abundantly | of the acquisition of these lands; and upon 
the light in which this treaty is viewed by them. | seeing her represented by an agent or superin- 

On the other hand, the citizens of New /|tendent, at every sale of them, I have con- 
York, and especially those residing about| cluded that she considers herself bound by her 
Buffalo, have their wishes and hopes and fears | contract to either New York or her grantees, 
respecting its fate with the senate. ‘They have | and probably to both, for the performance of her 
furnished us, also, with testimony and memo-| superintendency upon such occasions. How 
rials, and sage suggestions, upon the subject| this matter stands [ know not; but should such 
of Indian policy and Indian welfare. They, | information be thought desirable by the senate, 
too, have had their lobby members and am-|I presume the distinguished senators from New 
bassadors here, consisting of both red and pale | York and Massachusetts can give it. 
faces, for the purpose of urging this treaty| Mr. President, in considering the various 
through this body. Nor are these the only | interests involved in this treaty—the interests 
interested parties. Massachusetts seems to|of the Senecas, of the citizens of New York, 
have, in this treaty, something more than ajand of the grantees of Massachusetts—the 
general interest; she seems to have an interest | committee have thought it their duty to consi- 
somewhat particular and identical, which I} der, in connection with those interests, the in- 
deem important first to consider and explain, that | terest of a fourth party, which is that of the 
we may fully understand it in all its bearings. | United States. And with a view to understand 

Prior to 1786, Massachusetts claimed, as | this complicated affair, the committee have en- 
properly belonging to her, a portion of the | deavoured to trace our relations with the Six 
state of New York. This claim New York| Nations of New York, from their commence- 
contested; and this somewhat angry contro-|ment up to this day, so far at least as the 
versy was not finally settled, as we learn from | Senecas are concerned, for the purpose of dis- 
the public journals of that day, until 1786.| covering if there be on our part any wndis- 
This dispute was then settled, by Massachu-| charged obligations to either of the parties in- 
setts ceding to New York all her right and| terested in the subject-matter now before us, 


In U.S. Senate, March 17, 1840.—In Executive session, 
on the treaty with the New York Indians. 


Priests are not hereditary. Any one may|title to the government, sovereignty, and|The first treaty which I have been able to find 
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with the Six Nations of New York, was con- (I will endeavour, sir, to unravel this mystery ;|lands. And there they are yet. This treaty 


eluded in 1784. That was a treaty of peace; 
a relinquishment of territory on their part, and 
a definition of their boundary lines on ours. 
In 1789, five years thereafter, a second treaty 
was made, which is, so far as I have been able 
to discover, but little more, if any thing, than 
a recapitulation of the former one. 

The third and last treaty ever made by us 
with the Six Nations of New York, in their 
confederated character, (unless the one we are 
now considering should constitute a single ex- 
ception,) was made in 1794. This was an 
important treaty, and has governed us in all 
our intercourse with them ever since. 


the tribes composing the Six Nations, their in- 
dividual right and title to certain specific re- 
servations of land; and we guarantied to them 


In that | 
treaty, we acknowledged separately to each of | prostituted by the designing to cover up in- 
| trigue and sinister motives, was the argument 


it is a curious piece of intrigue and history, | does not disturb them. ‘This is not all. We 
which should never be forgotten, as it may be | have paid back to them, not only the $12,000 
of some service to the country hereafter. they allege to have paid the Menomonees, but 

As early as 1818, we find the agents of two| we have given them a great deal more. We 
small bands of New York Indians applying to| have given them, besides the lands they claim 
Mr. Monroe, then president of the United | to have purchased of the Menomonees, for their 
States, for permission to purchase, with their | $12,000, the sum of $40,000; $5,000 to the 
own means and upon their own account, of | St. Regis tribe, and $35,000 to the Oneidas, 
the Menomonees of Green Bay, a portion of| as a remuneration to them for their purchase 
their lands. ‘The files of the war department | ov and removal to, the Green Bay lands, un- 
will show that the grantees of Massachusetts|der Mr. Monroe’s permission. Now, let me 
were at the bottom of this simple, unpretend-| ask, if it be not too late, why have we submit- 
ing, and modest application; and, among other | ted to such imposition? Why have we bought 
reasons, we find that religion, which is so often | land for these New York Indians, over whom 
we had no control or jurisdiction? Why have 
we made large advances to them, without any 
used on that occasion to obtain this permission. | consideration? We have done so, for the 
It will be recollected that the United States | double purpose of gratifying New York and 








separately the possession and enjoyment of | will permit no Indian tribe, which they have | this overgrown and grasping land company. 


their respective reservations; and conferred 
upon them the right to dispose of their reserva- 
tions respectively, in whole or in part, to any 
citizen or citizens of the United States, when- 
ever and however they might choose; and for 
these rights, the Indians, on their part, en- 
gaged, in the same treaty, never to set up any 


any thing to do with, to dispose of their lands | We have thus seen Mr. Monroe’s permission, 


except to the United States. The authority, 
therefore, of the United States was indispens- 
able to enable the missionaries, Williams and 
Hendricks, to make a valid purchase of the 
Menomonees. Mr. Monroe, not foreseeing the 
objects in view, and understanding distinctly, 


claim to any other lands in the boundaries of|as their memorial expressly stated, that these 


the U. States, than those granted in that treaty. 

This was the last treaty ever made by us 
with those Indians, collectively or separately, 
from 1794 up to 1838; a period of more than 
forty years. From that time onward, to 1838, 
we acted in good faith, and permitted those 


two bands were to pay out of their own means 
for all the land they purchased of the Meno- 
monees ; and further, that they were to acquire, 
by such purchase, no other or better right than 
that held by the Menomonees—so understand- 


omnd 
| 





|of which I have spoken, first leading to an In- 

dian controversy, and then ending in a settle- 
ro of it, by which we have had to buy land 
and advance thousands of dollars as a remune- 
ration (as it is falsely called) to these New 
York Indians, and all without the pretext of 
an obligation or consideration on our part. 





| (To be continued.) 


For “ The Friend.” 
YEARLY MEETING. 


It is one of the wise as well as beautiful 
features in the admirable organisation of our 


ing it, Mr. Monroe gave his assent to such a|religious Society, that once in each year the 


Indians, according to the terms of the treaty of| purchase. ‘The assent of congress, or of the| members from all the little meetings are as- 


1794, so far at least as the Senecas were con- 
cerned, to dispose of their New York lands as 
they chose. Since 1794, the Senecas have 
disposed of their lands on several occasions. 
In 1797, they were permitted to sell to Robert 
Morris of Philadelphia, a portion of their re- 
servations. Afterward, in 1802, the same 
Senecas were permitted to sell another portion 
of their lands to Phelps, Bronson, and Jones; 
and again, in the same year, to Wilhelm Wil- 
lick and others; and again, in 1823, to Grigg 
and Gibson. Each and all of those sales were 
made openly, freely, and voluntarily, and un- 
der the guardian care only of the United States 
on the one hand, and of the agent, or superin- 
tendent of the state of Massachusetts on the 
other. These lands were transferred by the 
Indians to their grantors, not by treaty, but 
by the ordinary deeds of conveyance; nor does 
the transfer of those lands to Ogden and Fel- 
lows, in 1838, vary in any degree, but in the 
prefixture of a preamble to it, from all the 
other deeds of conveyance which have been 
made by them subsequent to 1794. 

Having then, as we have seen by the treaty 
of 1794, such ample power to dispose of these 
lands—a power so often and so satisfactorily 
exercised by them; and the United States 
having no interest whatever in these lands, 
and being constitutionally incapable of having 
any, and not being bound by compact, as in 
the case of Georgia, to extinguish the Indian 
title to those lands, it may well be asked, why 
have we interfered in this affair? Why have 
we attempted, with unabated assiduity, for more 
than two years, with our influence, with our 
agents, and means, and money, to barter with 
those Indians for their New York reservations? 


senate, to such an unusual arrangement, was |sembled and embodied in the examination of 
neither asked nor obtained. It seems to have! the state of the church, and the transaction of 
been looked upon by Mr. Monroe as quite a|the concerns of the discipline. No one can 
small affair. Under his authority, thus ob-| attend one of these annual assemblies in a pro- 
tained, the agents of these two small tribes, as| per disposition of mind, without being sensible 
on alleged, made a purchase, and paid for it, | that, when rightly held, they contribute to the 
as they informed us, the sum of $12,000. This| health and preservation of the body, and are 
purchase, however, has ever been strenuously | the means of a renewal of strength and encou- 
denied by the Menomonees, and the contract} ragement to the members to persevere in their 
made between those Indians, whatever it was| several stations and allotments, in the faithfvi 
—if, indeed, there ever was any—is not now| maintenance of our Christian principles and 
to be found where, surely, if in existence, it| testimonies. Through the condescension of 
ought to be found—in either the Indian bureau | our Holy Head, the yearly meeting which hzs 
or in the war department. As matters now | just passed, was one of these refreshing sea- 
stand, however, it is but of little consequence | sons, being favoured with the overshadowing 
for us to know, (unless for the purpose of see-| of his ancient goodness, contriting and com- 
ing in what manner we have been imposed | forting the hearts of many, and uniting them 
upon,) whether such a contract ever existed| more closely in a living engagement for the 
or not. We all know there was a controversy | advancement of the precious cause and king- 
about it between the parties, and that we were | dom of our dear Redeemer. 

drawn into it. This controversy was settled} The meeting was the largest held since the 
by us in a treaty with the Menomonees in| separation, the number of men being about 
1832. Thus we see that this small affair, | 1200, and the number of women about 1600. 
which originally was to be confined to two! The epistles received from our brethren of 
small tribes, and which, on our part, was to| other yearly meetings, were generally livel 
have been nothing more than a mere naked | and instructive, and fresh evidence was afford: 
assent, now loses its insignificance, and begins | ed that this interchange of exercise and con- 
to swell into a matter of considerable impor-| cern for each other, tends to bind together the 
tance. Here we find ourselves placed in aj different portions of the Society a3 brethren of 
dilemma, which was brought about, as they | one family, holding to the same precious faith, 
doubtless anticipated, by the early intrigue of|and speaking the same language; and desires 
this land company. These small bands, under| were felt that the correspondence might be 
Mr. Monroe’s permission, moved to Green| maintained in the fresh feeling of divine love 
Bay, and as the title to the lands they claimed | and life. 
by purchase was controverted, we were called} The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings 
upon to interfere, and, as we supposed, to be-| were deeply interesting, unfolding among other 
nefit the Indians, did interfere and bought out| matters, a condensed view of the evidence 
the Menomonees for them, and gave them the/|they had collected respecting the extent and 














horrors of the African slave trade, as now car- 
ried on, and in which American citizens and 
capital are deeply involved. It appears that 
the number of persons annually devoted to the 
barbarities of this abominable traffic, exceeds 
all former experience; being computed, from 
indisputable data, to be considerably more 
than one thousand every day, about two thirds 
of whom perish by cruel and unnatural deaths 
before they reach the places where the sur- 
vivors are destined to linger out a miserable 
existence in bitter and hopeless bondage. A 
memorial has been prepared by that meeting 
to be presented to congress, asking the inter- 
ference of government to arrest this awfully 
devastating scourge. 

The state of Society was as usual brought 
up by reading the queries and answers, and 


elicited much pertinent admonition and coun-|that the members of our Society might tho- 
The want of more love and devotedness | roughly cleanse themselves of all encourage- 
to our heavenly Father, manifested by the ne-| ment to the abominable traffic and system. 


glect of attending religious meetings, especially 
on week days, was painfully felt, and tender 
exhortation and encouragement extended to 
the delinquent, to labour after more redemp- 
tion from the spirit and love of the world, and 
seek a qualification for the performance of all 
their religious duties. The excellency and 
preciousness of that love and unity which are 
in Christ Jesus, the living Vine, and circulate 
from him through the different branches, were 
held up, and all invited to press after an in- 
creased experience thereof. 

The important duty of endeavouring io 
bring up children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, and to labour more for their 
growth in piety and virtue, than to secure 
them outward accomplishments or temporal 
riches, was also recommended to the solid at- 
tention of parents and guardians—as was also 
the necessity of more vigilant care, in this 
book making age, respecting the character and 
tendency of the works admitted into the fami- 
lies of Friends—that thus not only the trash, 
and loose and unprofitable reading, contained 
in many of the periodicals and other publica- 
tions of the day, might be carefully excluded, 
but the susceptible minds of children preserved 
from the injurious effects of works which, 
though they contained much that is valuable, 
advocated sentiments incompatible with our 
Christian principles and testimonies. 

The practice of looking into the grave at 
funerals, after the remains were deposited 
there, was cautioned against, as useless, and 
producing unsettlement and excitement, and 
disturbing that quietude and solemnity which 
it has always been the concern of the Society 
to promote on that serious occasion. 

e report of the state of the boarding 
school at Westtown was very satisfactory, 
affording the encouraging belief that the reli- 
gious watchful care exercised over the pupils, 
we blessed to many, and that under divine 
favour, it is in good degree answering the de- 
sign of the yearly meeting in its establishment. 

The committee who have charge of the 
concern for the civilization, &c. of the Indian 
nations, made a painfully interesting report, 
from which it appears that a treaty, unfairly 
obtained, has been ratified by the senate and 
proclaimed by the president, and that these 
defenceless people are to be driven from their 
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homes and improvements to seek a precarious| in good repair, we have commenced placing 
subsistence in an uncultivated country west of| them in order, and expect soon to have them 
the Mississippi. A deep feeling of tender| in such condition as will fit them for our pur- 
sympathy with them pervaded the meeting, | poses. 
and the committee were encouraged to perse-| After deliberate consideration, it was deem- 
vere in their efforts to soothe their sorrows | ed best to let the farm for one year, from 4th 
and mitigate their sufferings. month Ist, to Isaac Jones, Jr. a member of 
The appalling evils of the slave trade and | our religious society. He has taken it partly 
slavery were feelingly spread before Friends,|on the shares, we reserving accommodations 
and all were affectionately encouraged to enter | in the buildings, and 5 acres of land as a gar- 
into a serious and impartial examination how | den and nursery for the uses of the institute, 
far their trade, or business, or habits, were | and stipulating for the board of such children 
affording direct or relative encouragement to | and their caretakers as we may place there. 
these fruitful sources of calamity to the human| The subject of receiving coloured children, 
race; and that where uneasiness with any part| and the manner of holding and educating them, 
of their proceedings in those respects, was | early engaged the serious consideration of the 
awakened, they might carefully attend thereto, | board, and after mature deliberation upon the 
and yield obedience to the pointings of duty, so | difficulties likely to attend their management 
by an unincorporated institution, we have 
come to the conclusion that it will much faci- 
litate our successful operation if an act of in- 
Un sixth day afiernoon, under a covering of| corporation can be obtained. We therefore 
precious solemnity, and with feelings of in-| recommend this measure. 
creased love to each other, and gratitude to Him,| The low state of our funds, and condition 
who had condescended to enable the meeting| of the farm and buildings, with our want of 
to transact the business, in his fear, and with! practical knowledge, seem to render it inex- 
an humble regard to his honour, Friends sepa-| pedient to undertake the control of many 
rated from each other; and many we believe | children for some time. 








could sincerely adopt the language * It is good 
for us that we have been here.” 


For * The Friend.” 


The annual meeting of ** The Institute for 
Coloured Youth,” was held on the 22d of 4th 
month, and attended by a considerable number 
of Friends from various parts of our Yearly 
Meeting. 

Much interest was manifested in the objects 
of the institution, and with the view of carry- 
ing them into effect at an early period, several 
Friends were named in each Quarterly Meet- 
ing to endeavour to procure the necessary 
funds. 

The following officers were appointed for 
the ensuing year. 

Secretary.—Saml. Mason, Jr. 

Treasurer.—John Elliott. 

Managers.—Benjn. Cooper, Mordecai L. 
Dawson, Thomas Evans, Jno. G. Hoskins, 
Stephen P. Morris, Blakely Sharpless, George 
Williams, Caspar Wistar, Thomas Wistar, 
Jr. Wm. Biddle, Philip Garrett, Joseph Scat- 
tergood, M. C. Cope. 

Extracts from the annual report of the 
managers :— 

‘Soon after the last annual meeting, an 
opportunity presented to obtain a farm for the 
purposes of the institution, which, after ex- 
amination, being deemed eligible, we conclu- 
ded to purchase, as being, in our judgment, 
the best adapted of any within our knowledge. 
It is located at the 7 mile stone on the Willow 
Grove Turnpike, in Bristol Township, Phila- 
delphia County. It contains about 1334 acres, 
nearly 25 of which are woodland, a small por- 
tion is meadow, the balance, arable land, 
in tolerable condition. It has several fine 
springs, and is well watered by small streams 
passing through it. 

The buildings consist of a large farm house 
and two small tenements, with the usual out 





houses. These, with the fences, not being| 4th mo. 13, 1840. 


We hope, however, 
_after an act of incorporation shall be obtained, 
circumstances will warrant us in receiving a 
' small number of children of suitable age, and 
| placing them under the care of a competent 
teacher. By commencing in this manner, an 
opportunity will be afforded of gaining expe- 
‘rience in the details of this interesting con- 
cern, which, we trust, may confirm our most 
| favourable anticipations of. its ultimate useful- 
| ness. 
It would render the suecess of our under- 
taking much more certain, however, if we 
| could obtain the services of one who, with the 
jeoeiete qualifications of a teacher, combined 
‘such an interest in the concern as would in- 
| duce an engagement in it mainly to promote 
the welfare of the interesting objects of our 
solicitude: and we entertain the hope that a 
friend of this description will be found. 

It will be obvious to all, that to enable us to 
succeed in carrying out the designs of the in- 
stitute without embarrassment, and to the ex- 
tent desired, large additions must be made to 
our funds, Although this has been deemed of 
primary importance, and has often claimed 
the attention of the managers, yet from various 
causes no other effort has been adopted to ac- 
complish, than by issuing a circular on the 
subject. The time has now, however, arri- 
ved, when it will be necessary to take such 
measures as will insure a sufficient annual in- 
come to meet the expenses which will be in- 
curred in taking even a very small number. 
We trust that a concern which, we believe, 
with the Divine blessing, is calculated to pro- 
duce an excellent influence over the minds and 
morals of this neglected class of our fellow be- 
ings, and one in which Friends can so freely 
participate, will not be allowed to languish for 
the want of an ample endowment. From the 
report of the treasurer, herewith transmitted, 
it will be seen that he has in his hands a cash 
balance of $178.16. 

(Signed) Caspar Wistar, Secrefary. 





A Declaration of the Views of the Society of 
Friends in relation to Church Government: 
By the Meeting for Sufferings of New 
England Yearly Meeting. 


(Continued from p. 240.; 


The following extracts from the writings of 
worthy and experienced Friends, expressive 
of their concern for the preservation of the 
church, we deem pertinent and instructive, 
and commend them to the careful consideration 
of all. We commence with some extracts 
from the advices of George Fox, of whom 
William Penn testifies that “he was a man 
that God endowed with a clear and wonderful 
depth, a discerner of others’ spirits, and very 
much a master of his own.” 

‘* Friends, live in the power of the Lord 
God, and in his truth, light and life, that by it 
you may all, with one heart and mind, keep 
dominion and do true judgment and justice, 
truth and righteousness in all your men and 
women’s meetings, without favour or affection 
to relations, kindred or acquaintances, or any 
respect of persons. 

For if you do not so, judgment will come 
on you from God, to put you down from your 
places. For the power of God, his light and 
truth, respects not any, but justice, truth, 
righteousness and equity. 

Let mercy overshadow the judgment-seat, 
and let mercy be mixed with judgment. 

Take heed of foolish pity; and if you be not 
diligent against all profaneness, sin, iniquity 
and uncleanness, looseness and debauchery, 
and that which dishonoureth God, then you 
let those things come upon you, which you 
should be atop of and subdue and keep down, 
with righteousness and the truth and power of 
God. 

And in all your men and women’s meetings 
let all things be done in love, which doth edify 
the body; and let nothing be done in strife 
and vain glory; but keep in the unity of the 
spirit, which is the bond of peace; and let all 

ings be done in the wisdom of God, which is 
pure and gentle from above, above the earthly, 
which is sensual and devilish.” —1 668. 

“« Now, dear Friends, let there be no strife in 
your meetings, nor vain janglings, nor dis- 
putings, but let all that tends to strife be ended 
out of your meetings, that they may be kept 
peaceable, so that you may be at peace among 
yourselves, and the God of peace and love 
may fill all your hearts; whose love edifies 
the church.’’—1683. 

« Let all your meetings be preserved by the 
wisdom of God, in the unity of the spirit, the 
bond of peace, and in the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost ;—that, being ordered by the pure, 
gentle, heavenly, peaceable wisdom, easy to 
be entreated, they may be holy and virtuous 
examples to all others. Let all be careful to 
speak shortly and 1 pee) to matters, in a 
Christian spirit, and despatch business quickly, 
and keep out of long debates and heats, and 
with the help of the Spirit of God, keep that 
down which is doating about questions and 
strife of words, and tends to parties and con- 
tention. In the church of God, no such cus- 
tom is to be allowed. Let not more than one 
speak at a time, nor any in a fierce way, but 
as the apostle saith, ‘ Be swift to hear and slow 
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to speak, and let it be in the grace which sea- 
sons all words.’ 

* And if any one should speak or talk any 
thing out of your monthly or quarterly meet- 
ings, to the blemishing or defaming of any 
person, or of the meeting, such are to be 
brought to judgment and condemnation; for it 
breaks the privilege and order of Christian so- 
ciety in your meetings; so that all may be 
kept and preserved in the power of the Lord, 
and in his spirit in love and unity.”,—1669. 

“And be it known unto all, we cast out 
none from among us; for if they go from the 
light, and spirit and power in which our unity 
is, they cast out themselves. And it has been 
our way to admonish them, that they may 
come to that spirit and light of God which 
they are gone from, and to come into the unity 

ain. For our fellowship stands in the light 
that the world hates, and in the spirit which 
the world grieves, vexes and quenches; and if 
they will not hear our admonition, as before, 
the light condemns them, and then the testi- 
mony of truth goes out against them.” 

“ And, dear Friends, you who are gathered 
in the power of the Lord God, which is the 
authority of your men’s and women’s meet- 
ings; in the power of the Lord Jesus, see that 
all things be well amongst you, and that all 
walk in the truth, and as becometh the gospel 
of Christ, and his glorious light and life, so 
that all may stand up for God’s glory, and be 
valiant for his truth and grow up in it. Ad- 
monish, exhort and encourage such as are 
young and tender, to keep and preserve them 
in the way of life; and watch over one another 
for good.” 

** Dear Friends, do all that you do in peace 
and love and in the fear of God, condescend- 
ing one unto another in the simplicity and in- 
nocency of truth, and in the wisdom of God, 
that this may be every one’s crown, that no- 
thing may be done in strife to occasion words ; 
for you are called to peace and holiness, in 
which the kingdom stands, and to serve one 
another in love.” 

** And in the Lord’s power and spirit meet 
together, and keep your meetings in the name 
of Jesus Christ, who hath all power in heaven 
and earth given to him, that you may feel his 
living and divine presence among you, and in 
his pure, gentle, heavenly love and wisdom, 
may be valiant for his name and truth upon 
the earth. Be not ashamed of Christ your 
Teacher and Prophet, whom God hath raised 
up in his new covenant and testament, whom 
you are to hear; neither be ashamed of Christ 
your Shepherd, who hath laid down his life 
for his sheep, whose voice you are to hear, 
who feedeth his sheep and giveth them life 
eternal, and none is able to pluck them out of 
his hand. Neither be ashamed of your High 
Priest, who hath offered up himself for you 
and doth sanctify you, who is a priest made 
higher than the heavens: neither be ashamed 


of your Bishop, the Chief Shepherd of your) 


souls, to whom ye are now returned by his 
grace and truth, who oversees you with his 
heavenly eye, that you do not go astray from 
God. In him let your faith stand, who is the 
author and finisher of it, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is your Sanctuary, in whom you have life, 
peace, rest and salvation—who is the Amen.” 


That ancient, faithful minister of the gospel, 
Stephen Crisp, thus speaks of the course pur- 
sued by some in his day when the discipline 
was introduced and established among Friends : 

“ And when some exalted spirits came to 
see unto what this work would tend, they took 
offence thereat, and sought to weaken the hands 
of faithful Friends in this good work, under 
pretence, that all must be left to the witness of 
God; and if people did not find judgment in 
themselves for what they did, they must not 
be judged by others, being themselves gone 
from ‘I'ruth’s judgment and hardened; then 
they cried out innovation and imposition, and 
such like.” 

** And hereupon were many again seduced 
and subverted, and drawn away from their 
steadfastness in the truth, and began to appear 
against the good order of the Lord’s people, 
and to reflect upon the godly care that lay 
upon them, with unhandsome and unsavory 
speeches and writings, until a secret root of 
bitterness and enmity got into several that had 
been convinced. In this root the enemy 
wrought with great craft and subtlety to draw 
them from the blessed unity that is in Christ 
Jesus, the truce Head of the true church, and 
begat them into many jealousies and ground- 
less fears of an apostacy, while in the mean- 
time he drew them so far to apostatize from 
their first love and first works, that they pro- 
ceeded to expose Friends, both in particular 
and in general, to the reproach and scorn of 
the world, as much as in them lay.” 

He proceeds to exhort Friends as follows: 

“Let all beware of their own spirits and 
natural tempers, and keep in a gracious tem- 
per, then ye are fit for the service of the house 
of God, whose house ye are, as ye keep upon 
the foundation that God hath laid, and he will 
build you up and teach you how to build up 
one another in him. As every member must 
feel life in himself, and all from one head, this 
life will not hurt itself in any, but be tender of 
the life in all; for by this one life of the word, 
ye were begotten, and by it ye are nourished, 
and made to grow into your several services 
in the church of God. It is no man’s learning 
or artificial acquirements; it is no man’s riches 
or greatness in this world; it is no man’s elo- 
quence and natural wisdom, that makes him 
fit for government in the church of Christ; all 
his endowments must be seasoned with the 
heavenly salt, and his spirit subjected, and his 
gifts pass through the fire of God’s altar, a 
sacrifice to his praise and honour, that so self 
may be crucified and baptized into death, and 
the gifts made use of in the power of the resur- 
rection of the life of Jesus in him. When this 
great work is wrought in a man, then all his 
gifts and qualifications are sanctified, and made 
use of for the good of the body which is the 
church, and are as ornaments and jewels, 
which serve for the joy and comfort of all 
who are partakers of the same divine fellow- 
ship of life, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Thus 
many come to be fitted and furnished to good 
works, which are brought forth in their due 
seasons, for edification and building up the 
weak, and for repairing the decayed places, 
and also for defence of them that are feeble, 
that hurtful things may not come near them.” 
‘It was a good saying, he that judgeth 
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among men judgeth for the Lord, and he will} holy care over its fellow members; and then 
repay it. ‘Therefore let all be done as unto /| instead of coming down to judgment in itself, 
the Lord, and as ye are willing to answer it in | will stand up and judge its fellow members, 


his presence, and although some may for a 
time be discontented thereat, yet in time God 
shall clear up your innocency as the sun at 
noonday. ‘They that kick at sound judgment 
will find hard work of it; they do but kick 
against that which will prick them; and how- 
ever such through their wilfulness, and their 
abounding in their own sense, may hurt them- 
selves, yet you will be preserved and enjoy 
your peace and satisfaction in the discharge of 
your consciences in the sight of God.” 

** Dearly beloved, keep upon your watch, 
keep on your spiritual armour, keep your feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace, and the God of peace will be with you 
and crown your endeavours with good success, 
to your joy and comfort. He will bring his 
power over your adversaries and opposers, 
more and more, to which many shall bow and 
bend in your sight; and will bring shame and 
confusion upon the rebellious, who harden 
their hearts and stiffen their necks, against the 
Lord, and his Christ and kingdom, which he 
will exalt in the earth, notwithstanding all that 
Satan and his evil instruments can do, to 
hinder the growth and progress of his blessed 
truth; for of the increase of the government 
and of the peace of the kingdom of Christ, 
there shall be no end.”’ 

The following extracts from the writings of 
Robert Barclay, in which church order and 
government are asserted, we deem appropriate 
to our present purpose. 

** Some,” says he, ‘ are so great pretenders 
to inward motions and revelations of the spi- 
rit, that there are no extravagancies so wild, 
which they will not cloak with them; and so 
much are they for every one’s following their 
own mind, as can admit of no Christian fel- 
lowship and community, nor of that good order 
and discipline which the church of Christ never 
was nor can be without. This gives an open 
door to all libertinism, and brings great re- 
proach to the Christian faith.”” He alludes to 
the other extreme of receiving the Scripture as 
the only means through which God’s will is 
manifested, and declares, that it is and hath 
been the work of Friends to avoid both of 
these extremes, ‘and to be found in that even 
and good path of the primitive church, where 
all were (no doubt) led and acted by the Holy 
Spirit; and might all have prophesied one by 
one; and yet there was a subjection of the 
prophets to the spirits of the prophets. There 
was an authority some had in the church, and 
yet it was for edification and not for destruc- 
tion; there was an obedience in the Lord to 
such as were set over, and a being taught by 
such, and yet a knowing of the inward anoint- 
ing, by which each individual was to be led 
into all truth. The work and testimony the 
Lord hath given us is to restore this again, 
and to set both these in their right place, with- 
out causing them to destroy one another.” 

“The ground of all schisms, divisions or 
rents in the body is, when as any member as- 
sumes another place than is allotted it; or 
being gone from the life and unity of the body, 
and losing the sense of it, Jets in the murmur- 
er, the eye that watches for evil, and not in 
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yea, the whole body, or those whom God 
has set in a more honourable and eminent 
place in the body than itself. Such suffer 
not the word of exhortation; and term the 
reproofs of instruction, (which is the way of 
life,) imposition and oppression, and are not 
aware how far they are in the things they 
condemn others for; while they spare not to 
reprove and revile all their fellow members ; 
yet if they be but admonished themselves, 
they cry out as if their great charter of gospel 
liberty were broken. Now, though such and 
the spirit by which they are acted, be suffici- 
ently seen and felt by thousands, whose hearts 


judged by his brethren as an heathen and a 
publican,”’ Robert Barclay proceeds : 

“‘The church, gathering or assembly of 
God’s people, has power to examine and call 
to account such as appearing to be among 
them, or owning the same faith with them, do 
transgress ; and in case of their refusing to 
hear or repent, to exclude them from their 
fellowship; and that God hath a special regard 
to the judgment and sense of his people thus 
orderly proceeding, so as to hold such bound 
in heaven whom they bind on earth, and such 
loosed in heaven whom they loose on earth ; 
and if there should be any so unreasonable as to 
deny it, I could prove it by inevitable conse- 
quences; which, at present, as taking it for 
granted, I forbear to do. If it be reckoned so 


God has so established, as they are out of| great a crime to offend one of the little ones, 


danger of being entangled in that snare; and 
who have power and strength in themselves 
to judge that spirit, even in its most subtle 
appearances ; yet there are who cannot so 
well withstand the subtlety and seeming sin- 
cerity some such pretend to, though in measure 
they have a sight of them, and others that can- 
not so rightly distinguish between the precious 
and the vile ; and some there are that, through 
weakness and want of true discerning, may 
be deceived, and the simplicity in them be- 
trayed for a season, as it is written, ‘ with 
fair speeches and smooth words they deceive 
the hearts of the simple.’”’ 


‘* He hath not gathered us to be as sheep 
scattered without a shepherd, that every one 
may run his own way, and every one follow 
his own will, and so to be as a confused mass 
or chaos without any order; but he, even the 
Lord, hath also gathered and is gathering us, 
into the good order, discipline and government 
of his own son, the Lord Jesus Christ ; there- 
fore he hath laid care upon some beyond 
others, who watch for the souls of their breth- 
ren as they that must give account.” 


He proceeds to describe a certain class that 
gave the church trouble in his day, who, “ not 
keeping low in their own habitations, but 


| being puffed up, and giving way to the rest- 


less imaginations of their exalted and wonder- 
ing minds, fall out with their brethren ; cause 
divisions ; begin to find fault with every thing, 
and to look at others more than at themselves; 
with swelling words to talk of, and preach up, 
a higher dispensation, while they are far from 
living up to the life and perfection of this 
present; like unto such who said, ‘ we will 
not have this man to rule over us:’ cry out of 
formality and apostacy, because they are not 
followed in all things ; and if they be reproved 
for their unruliness, according to the good 
order of the church of Christ, then they cry 
out, ‘breach of liberty, oppression, persecu- 
tion! we will have none of your order and 
government ; we are taught to follow the light 
in our eonsciences, and not the orders of 
men.” ”” 


After fully establishing, from scripture, that 
‘Christ did appoint and ordain that there 
should be order and government in the church, 
and that any one refusing to hear the judg- 
ment of the church, or whole assembly, he 
doth thereby exclude himself, and shut out 
himself from being a member, and is justly 


that it were better for him than so to do, thata 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea; with- 
out question, to offend and gainsay the whole 
flock, must be more criminal, and must draw 
after it a far deeper judgment.” 

‘And seeing, in case of difference, the 
Lord hath, and doth, and will reveal his will 
to his people; and hath and doth raise up 
members of his body, to whom he gives a 
discerning, and power, and authority, to in- 
struct, reprove, yea, and command, in some 
cases, those that are faithful and low in their 
minds, keeping their own places and minding 
the Lord, and the interest and good of his 
truth in the general over all, shut out the mur- 
murer; and the spirit of God leads them to 
have unity, and concur with their brethren. 
But such as are heady and high-minded, are 
inwardly vexed that any should lead or rule 
but themselves; and so it is the high thing 
in themselves that leads them to quarrel with 
others for taking so much upon them; pre- 
tending a liberty, not sinking down in the 
seed, to be willing to be of no reputation for 
its sake. Such, rather than give up their 
own wills, will study to make rents and di- 
visions, not sparing the flock—but prostrating 
the reputation and honour of the truth even to 
the world.’’ After various scripture quota- 
tions, he cites 2d Thess. iii. 40.—‘* And we 
have confidence in the Lord touching you, 
that ye both do, and will do the things which 
we command you’’—verse 6: ‘“‘ Now we 
command you brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that walketh disor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which he re- 
ceived of us.’”” What more positive than this ? 
And yet the apostle was not here any impo- 
ser. And yet further, verse 14: ** And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man and have no company with him, that 
he may be ashamed.” Thus, Heb. xiii. 7: 
‘« Remember them which have the rule over 
you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
God ; whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation”—verse 17: ‘“ Obey 
them that have the rule over you and submit 
yourselves ; for they watch for your souls as 
they that must give account, that they may do 
it with joy and not with grief, for that is un- 
profitable for you.” 

(To be concluded.) 
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The Eleventh Annual Report of the Bible 
Association of Friends in America: read 
at the annual meeting, held on the evening 
of the twentieth of fourth month, 1840. 


To the Bible Association of Friends in America. 


The Board of Managers submit their elev- 
enth Annual Report. 

There have been issued from the Deposi- 
tory, since the last report, 1238 Bibles, and 
441 Testaments; of which 481 Bibles and 
184 Testaments were sold to auxiliaries. 

The fifth edition of 1000 copies of the 24mo. 
Bible, which was in press at the time of the 
last Annual Report, was completed soon after. 

The stock of books on hand consists of— 





In Sheets. 
396 copies of 8vo. Bible without references, 
704 “ec “ “ec with ‘“ 
6160“ 24mo. * 
1399 «“« « Testaments, 
ve. .: 12mo. 6s 
Bound. 
27 Bibles 8vo. without references, 
213.“ “ with “6 
768 $j“ =24mo. 
453 Test’s. ‘“ 
143 * 12mo. 


The Biblical Library has received a small 
addition during the past year. 

From the annual report of the treasurer, it 
appears that including the balance on hand, 
fourth month, 1839, he has received the sum 
of $2984.39, from the following sources, 
viz :— 


Balance on hand 4th mo. 6th, 1839, $506.89 
From auxiliaries in payment and on 


account, ‘ 3 838.79 

se donations, 58.75 

Sales of Bibles and Testaments, 1261.96 
Annual subscriptions, 153.00 
Other “6 a > 160.00 
Donation from an individual, 5.00 
$2984.39 


The payments during the same period, in- 
cluding $500 borrowed money, have amounted 
to $2228.34, leaving a balance in his hands, 
on the 3d inst. of $756.05. 

Reports have been received from eleven 
auxiliaries, viz :—Philadelphia, New York, 
Purchase, N. Y., Cornwall, N. Y¥., Concord, 
Pa., Burlington, N. J., Salem, N. J.,*Spring- 
field, Indiana, Westfield, Indiana, White 
Lick, Indiana, and Western, Indiana.* 





* In addition, reports have been received from three 
auxiliaries, viz:—Haddonfield, N. J., White Water and 
Spiceland, Indiana. 

These state they have distributed 69 Bibles and 6 
Testaments during the past year. 

One of them reports, “ There are about 200 families 
not duly supplied, and one family destitute of a copy 
of the Holy Scriptures. The number of members of 
our society capable of reading, who do not own a copy 
of the Holy Scriptures, is 521. 

Another,—* There are about 290 families within 
our limits, we know of none of them who are not sup- 
plied with a copy of the Holy Scriptures. There are 
about 280 Friends capable of reading the Bible who 
do not own a copy. The income of the auziliary is 
not sufficient to supply those within our limits who 
have not a copy of the Holy Scriptures.” 
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Nine of these state the number of Bibles | readers, who have but 228 Bibles, and 66 


and Testaments distributed by them during | ‘l'estaments amongst them; no family destitute 


the past year, being 273 Bibles and 160 Tes- 
taments, some of which were gratuitously dis- 
posed of. But few have given particular an- 
swers to the queries. The following extracts 
have been taken from these reports, as exhibit- 
ing the best account of their condition. 

One auxiliary states that, ‘* Our distribution, 
although greater than in some former years, it 
will be perceived, is still small. But conscious 
that our duties do not depend on the great 
amount of good which appears to result from 
their performance, we desire to encourage 
one another to a steady, patient continuance 
in our quiet and unobtrusive field of action. 
For we often find individuals engage in labours 
of love with zeal and energy, under the excite- 
ment produced by new prospects of benevo- 
lent action, who soon permit or allow their in- 
terest to abate. ‘The motive to action in the 
Christian disciple should be stable, springing 
from a sense of duty, and neither dependent 
on novelty, excitement, nor success.” 

Another, that “* We continue to be persua- 
ded, that our association, although small, is 
still useful; and that the Bibles and Testa- 
ments printed by the Parent Association, are 
preferred to all others. We are desirous that 
parents and heads of families should supply 
the younger members with a copy of the small 
Bible. ‘This has been encouraged at our 
annual meeting, and we hope it will be more 
generally attended to.” 

From the report of an auxiliary we make 
the following extract: ‘* The number of fami- 
lies within the limits of this Quarterly Meet- 
ing is about eighty. None of these are desti- 
tute of a copy of the Holy Scriptures, and 
most of them have more than one. We can- 
not give the precise number of members with- 
in our limits, capable of reading, who are not 
furnished with a Bible, but there are several 
young persons of an age suitable to possess 
a copy, who are not yet supplied. It affords 
us satisfaction to state, that we have the addi- 
tion of several new subscribers. The whole 
number the present year is forty-four, of whom 
ten are females. No books have been sold 
the present year, but all that were received (16 
in number) have been gratuitously disposed of. 

‘‘ The whole number of Bibles procured by 
this auxiliary since its formation, is about 
113. The number of Testaments, 126—very 
few of these have been sold;—some have 
been placed in schools belonging to the so- 
ciety. The remainder have been gratuitously 
distributed among members of our religious 
society, with the exception of a few, that have 
been bestowed upon those who were not in 
membership with us.” 

A report from an auxiliary in a remote dis- 
trict, that ceased to correspond for several 
years, states, that “It is but lately that an at- 
tempt was made to revive the concern. We 


are now again organised, though our numbers | 
are small and our means limited. Within our, prices, in order to induce a more general diffu- 
limits we have five Preparative Meetings, | sion amongst Friends and others ; which prac- 
mostly small, composed of 180 families and) tice, we think, is in some degree having the 
parts of families, the greater part of whom) desired effect. ‘They have generally been of- 


are in more limited circumstances than is 
usual for members of our society in this part 


| 


of a copy of the Bible. Our greatest need is 
school Bibles and ‘Testaments.’ 

An auxiliary states, that “ Although our 
labours have been very much circumscribed 
in relation to distributing the Holy Scriptures, 
in consequence of there being but few amongst 
us who are destitute thereof; yet we entertain 
a hope, that the original objects for which the 
parent as well as this auxiliary were formed, 
are advancing ; and if we properly appreciate 
the many blessings a kind Providence has been 
pleased to bestow upon us, and among them, 
and not the least, that of having the opportu- 
nity of perusing the sacred pages, it ought to 
stimulate us to renewed exertions to endea- 
vour to place them within the reach of all our 
members. 

‘In conclusion we would remark, as in a 
former report, that we think the time not very 
distant, when it will be right for Friends to 
turn their attention to supplying those not in 
membership with us, with copies of the Holy 
Scriptures.” 

One remarks, “that in attempting to offer 
you our annual report, we feel that we have 
but little to contribute that will be likely to 
edify or encourage you in your very laudable, 
and, as we conceive, Christian labour, for the 
diffusing the beneficial reading of the Holy 
Scriptures; which we believe all Christians 
will unite in, with the great apostle Paul, that 
‘they are able to make wise unto salvation, 
through faith in Christ.’ We have felt, in 
our small and scattered situation, a weight of 
discouragement, but when convened in our 
small meetings for the purpose of the concerns 
of the auxiliary, we have been favoured to 
feel uniting strength of encouragement, to 
persevere in doing the little that we may have 
the ability to do, to help and encourage a work 
so good and desirable. We have been so 
happy as to be able to supply all suffering 
cases that have been known in our Quarterly 
Meeting; but in consequence of the general 
pressure of the times, we are not able to do 
much ; but we are comforted and encouraged 
to perseverance, by the evidence that the con- 
cern is owned by the great head of the church. 
We believe Friends are increasingly concern- 
ed, that the Scriptures should be more used, 
in all schools of literature, than they have 
been.—There is no doubt a very considerable 
number of Bibles and Testaments needed, to 
supply all wants for that purpose.”’ 

Another auxiliary in the West, states, “that 
no family is destitute of the Holy Scripwres, 
though some are not in possession of more 
than one full copy, while the greater part are 
more fully supplied. A considerable number 
of our youth who are capable of reading, re- 
main yet unfurnished with separate copies. 
Our schools are pretty well supplied. It has 
been our practice nearly from the commence- 
ment, to offer the Scriptures for sale at low 


fered a little below cost, though in several 
cases, varied (to Friends) according to cireum- 


of the country to be. They contain 600 | stances and a few Bibles and Testaments to 


some coloured people within our limits. But 
we acknowledge that a more lively feeling in 
promoting a greater diffusion and a more dili- 
gent and serious perusal of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, would produce more beneficial effects 
than have been heretofore manifest amongst 
us.’”’ 

One report says, ‘* we are induced to be- 
lieve, that many among us still continue to 
evince a lively interest in the concern, which 
gave rise to the formation of the association, 
and are engaged to promote the objects of the 
parent institution. Notwithstanding the field 
in which we are destined to labour is very ex- 
tensive, (being over three hundred miles from 
east to west,) we apprehend that much good 
has, and still more a be done, by merely 
keeping on hand a supply of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, suitable for families and schools, of a 
durable kind. Our funds being limited, we 
have not done much as yet towards furnishing 
destitute families and individuals with the 
Holy Scriptures. 

‘There are eleven families of Friends resi- 
ding within our limits not duly supplied with 
a copy, and about four huudred and five mem- 
bers of our society, capable of reading the 
Bible, who do not own a copy of it. The in- 
come of the auxiliary is not sufficient to sup- 
ply those within our limits with a copy of the 
Holy Scriptures, who are not duly supplied.” 

Another, that “ one family of Friends with- 
in our limits appears to be destitute of a copy 
of the Holy Scriptures; and about four hun- 
dred members of our society capable of read- 
ing the Bible, who do not own acopy. ‘The 
income of the auxiliary is insufficient to supply 
those within our limits who are not duly fur- 
nished with the Holy Scriptures. Five dol- 
lars and twenty-five cents is the amount of 
annual subscription during the past yeer.”’ 


In conformity with the directions of the 
last annual meeting of the association the man- 
agers purchased the lot and building at the 
corner of Fourth street and Apple-tree alley, 
for the stipulated price, twenty-two thousand 
nine hundred dollars; of which twelve thou- 
eand nine hundred dollars was paid, and a 
mortgage given for the balance. ‘The estate 
is held, for the use of the association, by three 
Friends, appointed trustees for the purpose. 

Towards meeting the payment for this mort- 

e, there exists the sinking fund, which, on 

e 2d of the third month last, amounted to 
four thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven 
dollars and ninety-one cents, chiefly invested 
in safe securities, though not immediately 
available. 

In consequence of the embarrassed situation 
of the currency of the country, and the depres- 
sion attendant thereon, it was not deemed ad- 
visable to solicit subscriptions and donations 
to make up the deficiency of the funds, to 
complete the entire payment for the property ; 
the same cause operated to prevent the use, to 
a greater extent, of the securities in which the 
sinking fund was invested. It is to be hoped 


amore favourable opportunity will occur for 
accomplishieg these objects, and enable the 
managers to pay the debt and free the income, 
for the purpose of distributing Bibles. 
Although we have not any very great 
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amount of business to report this year, we 
feel encouraged to look forward to a time of 
revival and greater usefulness. ‘The associa- 
tion is possessed of an eligible property, well 
rented, and not very heavily encumbered. 
They are also the owners of stereotype plates 
of excellent copies of Bibles and ‘Testaments. 
The cause in which we have embarked, is one 
of great importance. The benefit that may be 
conferred by spreading the Holy Scriptures in 
a proper manner, is beyond estimation. Let 
us then continue our endeavours in this good 
work, that the treasures contained in those 
sacred records may be more generally diffused. 

By direction and on behalf of the managers. 


Philad, 4th month 11th, 1840. 
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FIFTH MONTH, 2, 1840. 

The promise expressed or implied in our 

notice last week, of a more detailed account re- 

specting the late yearly meeting, has been, our 

readers will perceive, well complied with by 
another hand. 


We commend to the attention of readers, 
two articles in the present number, each hav- 
ing strong claims to their regard as members 
of our religious Society :—the proceedings of 
the annual meeting of ** The Institute for Co- 
loured Youth,” and the eleventh annual report 
of the “* Bible Association of Friends in Ame- 
rica.”” ‘The officers appointed by the latter, at 
the annual meeting held on the evening of the | 
20th ult. are:— 


Secretary.—Samuel Mason, Jr. 

Treasurer.—Henry Cope. 

Corresponding Ribas, <i3inis Paul, 
Thomas Evans, Thomas Kimber. 

Managers.—Thomas Stewardson, Thomas 
P. Cope, Joseph Snowdon, Thomas Wood, 
John Richardson, Benjamin H. Warder, John 
G. Hoskins, George Williams, Blakely Sharp- 
less, Mordecai L. Dawson, Jeremiah Hacker, 
John Elliott, Joseph Rakestraw, Isaiah Hac- 
ker, Stephen P. Morris, William Thomas, 
Samuel Bettle, Jr., Townsend Sharpless, 
Lloyd Mifflin, Uriah Hunt, George M. 
Haverstick, John Carter, George G. Williams, 
William M. Collins. 


The report in pamphlet form is now at the 
Depository ready for delivery. Auxiliary as- 
sociations who have opportunity, are requested 
to send there for their proportions. The 
packages for the auxiliaries within the limits 
of New York and New England yearly meet- 
ings will be found at the book store of Mahlon 
Day & Co., New York. 


A meeting of the Concord Auxiliary Bible 
Association of Friends, will be held at Friends’ 
Meeting House, Concord, on second day, the 
11th of 5th month, at 11 o’clock A. M. The 
female members are respectfully invited to 
attend. 


Bensamin H. Warner, Secretary. 





Howarp Yarnatt, Secretary. 
4th mo. 27th, 1840. 


WESTTOWN SCHOOL. 


The Summer Term will commence on sec- 
ond day, the 4th of next month: on which 
day the stage, and other suitable conveyances, 
will leave the office (at James Douglass’ in 
Sixth below Arch street) at 7 o’clock in the 
morning. 

Those who wish to avail themselves of this 
opportunity of sending their children out, are 
requested to have their names entered on or 
before the 2d of the month, in a book left at 
the stage office for that purpose. 


Phia. 4th mo. 25th, 1840. 


WANTED, an apprentice to the Wholesale 
Drug and Paint Business. A Friend, about 
16 years of age, would be preferred. Inquire 
at the office of ‘* The Friend.” 





Diep, in this city, on the morning of the 15th ult., 
after a protracted illness, borne with Christian patience, 
Margaret Smiru, eldest daughter of the late Thomas 
Smith, in the 55th year of her age. 


on first day, the 26th ult. at her residence in 
Burlington, N. J.. Hannan Smitrn, widow of the late 
Richard S. Smith, in her 85th year. 


at the residence of her son, Samue} Newbold, 
on the morning of the 23d uit., Resecca Newsoxp, 
relict of the late Joshua Newbold, of Trenton, in the 
82d year of her age, a member and elder of the Monthly 
Meeting of Friends of Chesterfield, New Jersey. The 
bodily sufferings of this dear Friend, which were very 
great during the last few days of her life, were borne 
with that patience and resignation which is the result 
of a long life spent in acts of Christian love and bene- 
volence, and a cheerful dedication to the service uf her 
Divine Master. At times when her sufferings were 
the most intense, she expressed a wish that she might 
be released, but desired to wait in humble submission 
to her Heavenly Father’s will. She quietly departed 
withou: sigh or groan, and having done her day’s 
work in the day-time, has, we doubt not, entered into 
that rest prepared for the just of all generations. 

at the residence of her brother, Paul Upton, in 
Stanford, Duchess county, N. Y., the 26th of third 
month, 1840, Mary Maraivurt, widow of Henry Mar- 
riott, Jun’r, She endured the puins of a protracted 
illness with patience and resignation to the Divine 
will, and gave satisfactery evidence that her end was 
peace. 











on the 23d of first month, 1840, at his resi- 
dence in Pine Plains, Duchess county, N. Y., CHartes 
Hoaa, an elder of Stanford Monthly Meeting. Being 
a man of sound judgment and strict integrity, he was 
not only a useful member of our religious Society, but 
discharged with fidelity the duties of the various trusts 





| committed to his care by the general community. 





at her residence, on the 2lst of tenth month 
last, near Pennsville, Morgan county, Ohio, Sanau 
Hotiineswortn, wife of Elisha Hollingsworth, in the 
38th year of her age, a minister and member of Penns- 
ville Monthly and Particular Meeting. Having a 
short time previous to her last illness paid a visit to 
the meetings of Salem and Springfield Quarterly Meet- 
ings, to the peace of her own mind and the satisfaction 
of Friends, soon after her return home she was 
taken ill of congestive fever, which in thirteen days 
closed her useful life. She evinced to those around 
her, by Christian patience and resignation, that her 
confidence was in that arm of Divine Power which 
had been her support through life, and we doubt not 
her purified spirit has entered into that rest which is 
prepared for the righteous. 
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